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is a centrally acting opioid analgesic, used in treating moderate to severe pain. The drug has a wide
range of applications, including treatment for restless leg syndrome, acid reflux, and fibromyalgia. It
was developed by the pharmaceutical company Grunenthal GmbH in the late 1970s. Tramadol is
somewhat pharmacologically similar to levorphanol (albeit with much lower ?-agonism), as both
opioids are also NMDA-antagonists which also have SNRI activity (other such opioids to do the same
are dextropropoxyphene (Darvon) M1-like molecule tapentadol (Nucynta, a new synthetic atypical
opioid made to mimic the agonistic properties of tramadol's metabolite, M1(O-Desmethyltramadol).
Tramadol is also molecularly similar to Effexor and has similar SNRI effects, with antinociceptive
effects also observed.



